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…….The Season That Was - 2006 …….
By the Captain of Basketball, Matthew Danos

Ms Grace Cardaci & Matthew Danos Matthew Danos Jack Railton–Woodcock(VC) , Matthew Danos(C) & David Taylor(VC)

Well what a BIG season it has been for Basketball at Scotch in 2006. We have had changes left, right and centre. From
professional coaches, to a new floor in the Glenn Centre. The Scotch Basketball program is moving forward at a rapid
pace and we and those coming up through the school are very lucky to be the beneficiaries of such a great program.

The 1sts team experienced quite a rollercoaster season, but ultimately, after a lot of hard work and a bit of luck from the
rule book, we finished in the Top 4 at 4th far from the pre-season prediction of 7 th. The season started early with a strong
pre-season under the guidance of Dean Vickerman; all boys worked hard for that special spot in the team. Our pre-season
training was capped off with a weekend in Sydney to play some of the best schools in NSW and lead us to start the ’06
season with a bang. Whilst we congratulate Dean Vickerman on his magnificent appointment as Coach of the Singapore
National Team, his loss was hard felt and slowed down a bit of the momentum coming into the season. However, to the
boys credit and strong coaching from our new Coach Lukas Carey we were able to regain composure and continue to
guide the ship through the season.

Both games against St Kevin’s, our game against Carey and our first game against Grammar showed in particular that we
were a united lot, that we could play a controlling brand of basketball and that we were even at times exciting to watch!

One thing that I must say is that throughout the season we have been able to find a balance between fun and seriousness.
We are a diverse bunch with one very strong interest in common, basketball and I would like to thank each and every
member of the team for their commitment over the season attending every training session (even through the holidays) and
the “all too early” morning weight sessions.

Another valuable member of the Scotch 1sts is our scorer Michael Tan, who has scored week in week out. Thanks to
Michael and also to the first aid team who were present every week.

Enthusiasm. Pride. Spirit. Over twenty years of commitment to Scotch basketball. Yes, I am talking about the one and only
Mr Hortin. He has spent many many years putting in tireless hours behind the scenes and has nothing but his current day
haircut to show for it! Mr Hortin has been a Trojan horse this year for Scotch basketball, taking stats every Saturday for the
ones. And where would Scotch basketball be without Great Shot newsletter and especially without Mr Hortin’s beloved firsts
report? With the likes of:

*David “please don’t confuse me with Robert Taylor, The Actor” Taylor, or
*Ben “my hair IS natural” Dunlop, or even
*Sam “Chattanooga choo choo” Miller
*Ollie “this is my house” Baxter
*Jack “I am bigger than Ollie” Railton-Woodcock
*Daniel “call me FLASH” Nelson.

Thanks seem inadequate but thanks, you are much appreciated.

To be assisted by an Ex-NBA player throughout the season should not be taken for granted. Joe Hooks knowledge of the
game is second to none and his help to everyone in the team throughout the season has been invaluable. Despite the fact
that everyone was probably too scared to say or do anything against him, his friendly nature made his tough trainings fun
and exciting. We all hope that the unfortunate shoulder injury to our gentle giant will not hinder his future coaching with
Scotch as he is a true asset to the program.

To all those who have come and watched our games, I’m sure you will agree that you are unlikely to see a more passionate
coach than our own Lukas Carey. His enthusiasm and energy towards basketball is abundant and his encouraging and


