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‘Story matters’ …
The 3rd biennial Scotch Literature Festival – 18–22 July 2005

Draw your chair up close to the edge of the 
precipice and I’ll tell you a story – F. Scott 
Fitzgerald
 
In July, Scotch College Library staff and their com-
mittees in both Junior and Senior School, brought 
together a sensational program of authors and 
illustrators, script writers and journalists, commen-
tators and comedians, performers and story tellers. 
Forty-three inspirational presenters took Scotch 
Collegians (Prep to year 12) to ‘the edge of the 
precipice’ in 112 sessions over 5 days . They shared 
their experiences, knowledge, wisdom and … their 
stories.

‘Story Matters’ to every one of us, and can take 
many forms. This year’s Festival included sessions 
every day on oral stories, visual stories and written 
stories

To get things started in Senior School, the wildly 
glamorous author, Tara Moss, launched the Festival 
at a College assembly on Friday, 15 July. Tara’s 
unusual journey from super-model stardom to 
best selling crime novelist captivated her audience.

Each day the Senior School Festival kicked off with 
a stimulating keynote speech from on of our guest 
authors: Tara Moss (‘the most glamorous woman 
in crime writing’), Dr Karen Brooks, Scot Gardner 
and Li Cunxin.

Students then moved onto a range of interactive 
sessions with topics as diverse as ‘Writing with 
pictures’ (with the ever-popular Terry Denton), 
‘Tell us how to write a joke’ (comedian Damien 
Callinan), ‘Improvise your socks off’ (actor James 
Pratt) and ‘Script writing’ (Randal Flynn). Valanga 
Khoza a spellbinding talent from the black town-
ships of South Africa took everyone to ‘the edge of 
the precipice’, as he told stories of his experience 
of apartheid. Performances, such as Zeal Theatre’s 
confronting piece Stones, followed each afternoon. 

The Festival provided a strong curriculum focus for 
VCE students. ‘The real power of the Media’ was 
explored in forums with Ken Nguyen (The Age) 
Jonathan Harley (ABC), Matthew Ricketson (RMIT) 
and Stephen Mayne (crikey.com). Master class elec-
tives on texts, design and technology, science and 
ethics, with experts like Professor Kate Burridge, 
engaged, provoked and stimulated students.

Al Harkness and Will Sutherland (Year 7) as Harry 
Potter

Jonathan Harley, Bill Darby and Bryan Lim

Tara Moss making an impression

Dr Donaldson, Suzette Boyd, Li Cunxin & Jan GoldsmithRelaxing in the ‘Green room’

Watching the performances

On-stage participants

Class attendees at the Festival
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‘Story matters’ …
The 3rd biennial Scotch Literature Festival – 18–22 July 2005

This year Scotch hosted students and teachers 
from four local schools: Melbourne Girls College, 
Hawthorn Secondary College, Strathcona and 
Parkmore Primary School. This feature was a 
successful inclusion and it is planned in future 
Festivals to increase the number of other schools 
invited to attend.

Alongside the formal program, each lunchtime 
came alive with entertainment and activities. 
There was a Harry Potter day, a Dymocks bookshop, 
a staff vs student debate, ‘Battle of the Bands’, 
poetry readings and author signings.

Junior School students, from prep to Year 6 also 
had a veritable feast of activities throughout the 
week – they met authors like Paul Collins and 
Sophie Laguna, illustrator Leigh Hobbs, and the 
Flying Bookworm Theatre Company. There were 
displays, competitions, dress-up days, prizes to be 
won and stories to be told!

‘Books, Blokes and Brekky’ provided an opportunity 
for dads, granddads, uncles and big brothers to 
spend time together hearing from authors about 
‘stories that matter to me’, and talking about 
books over a delicious breakfast. 

The Festival Dinner was a fitting finale to the 
week’s events. This year the guest speaker was Li 
Cunxin whose story is told in the best seller Mao’s 
Last Dancer. This event, along with’Books, Blokes 
and Brekky’ provides an opportunity for the par-
ents and the wider community to celebrate the 
significance of story in all our lives.

The organising committees had a ball putting 
together this thought-provoking and rewarding 
program of non-stop events. As usual, they pooled 
their formidable talents to ensure that every-
one had a wonderful week of writing, listening, 
speaking and performing because … Story (Really) 
Matters!

For more detailed information about the Festival 
check out the website at: www.scotch.vic.edu.au/
Library/litfest05/litfest05.htm

MS SUZETTE BOYD

Head of Library and Information Services and  
Co-coordinator of the Scotch College Literature 
Festival

Battle of the Bands being appreciated

Fathers and sons enjoy ‘Books, Blokes and Brekky’

Tim Jonson and Charles Kemp (Year 7)

Li Cunxin talking to Year 7 students

Neil Roberts’ 
Farewell
On the evening of Thursday 28 
April 140 people were treated 
to a festive and fun evening 
in the Cardinal Pavilion. The 
occasion was a farewell dinner 
to mark the retirement of the 
Bursar, Neil Roberts.

Neil commenced his service to 
the school in 1985, and his 20 
years at the school were typi-
fied by commitment, dedica-
tion and fine leadership in all 
matters. 

The evening’s speakers high-
lighted those qualities as well 
as others such as Neil’s fun-
loving and generous nature, 
poetry and ode writing, men-
toring role, tennis prowess, 
conference speaking and sing-
ing. Also mentioned was the 
fact that during the 20 years 
many major school building 
projects were undertaken 
and accomplished, hence the 
evening’s theme of ‘Hey Big 
Spender’!

The community extended its 
very warm appreciation and 
good wishes to Neil and Helen 
Roberts and looks forward to a 
continuing association in the 
years to come.

JAN DUNN

(From left): Lyndon Roberts, Helen 
Roberts, Neil Roberts, Toni Roberts 
and Cameron Roberts
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How a world vision 
might find a voice
I was lucky enough to be part of the first rehearsal 
for the Scotch Chamber Choir with Dr Anton 
Armstrong last Saturday. He is the most recent 
Fellow of the Scotch College Foundation, and is a 
world-renowned choral composer, teacher and con-
ductor. While all boys found the three-hour session 
an enormously enlightening experience musically, a 
significant moment came late in the afternoon dur-
ing the learning and singing of an African-American 
spiritual piece, ‘A City Called Heaven’. Dr Armstrong 
had stressed earlier that musical experiences inher-
ently stemmed from life experiences – and he 
intended to prove it. 

In a confronting, graphic explanation, he took the 
time to describe African-American oppression, 
which in the context of the piece was a despairing 
account of slavery. His instructions were to sing with 
that very same long-suffering despair – the only way 
to give the piece dignity without a cheap sense of 
imitation. But how could we, a room full of Scotch 
boys starting to feel severely inadequate to the task, 
even attempt to give our rendition this kind of feel-
ing? Dr Armstrong went on to speak of universal 
suffering, about how each in his or her own life 
could relate a personal grievance to give sincerity to 
a performance. This struck me as a kind of ‘method 
acting’ approach, and the moment we began sing-
ing again, every boy in the room understood the 
power behind it.

Now, with the fundraising challenge of Kapumfi 
there for the College, the question will again be 
asked – how can Scotch even begin to relate to a 
community like that? Many will be afraid that we 
are too geographically and conceptually distant 
from the project for our understanding, and there-
fore our compassion, to reach the extent required. 

But human suffering is a universal condition, as 
Dr Armstrong will tell you, and the will to learn 
and help burns in all of us. In feeling emotionally 
under-equipped to tackle an issue like Kapumfi, we 
are simply admitting defeat. Our own grievances, 
our own experiences, whether we consider them 
significant to Kapumfi or not, will add a sincerity to 
Scotch’s commitment. It may not seem important 
whether donations are made for the right reasons, 
the end result of charity seems to relieve us of con-
sidering them. But if Scotch is to grow as a commu-
nity alongside Kapumfi, it is crucial.

The initial donations so far, as well as attitudes 
and mindsets which are emerging with them, have 
inspired the students and staff behind the Kapumfi 
project to look at other avenues of charity, to start 
considering just how universal Scotch’s World Vision 
can be.

CHRIS ANDERSON

School Captain

School Captain Chris Anderson

Five Australian Student prizes awarded to boys from Class of 2004
Five Scotch boys from the Class of 2004 recently 
received the good news that they were among 
a very select group of students to receive an 
Australian Students Prize. The Hon. Dr Brendan 
Nelson, MP, announced the winners in June this 
year. Each student receives a certificate of excel-
lence and a cash award of $2000. The prize is 
also awarded to members of the 2004 Australian 
Mathematics and Science Olympiad teams who 
won medals in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry 
and Biology.

The Scotch recipients are Wilson Zhang (ENTER 
of 99.95), Zi Yi Low (99.95), James Wan (99.85), 
Alexander Hua (99.80 and Mathematics Olympiad 
Medal Winner), and Thomas Kelly (99.80). The 
whole Scotch community congratulates these very 
talented students from the Class of 2004.

KEIRON JONES

Head of Year 12

James Wan Zi-Yi Low

Wilson Zhang

Alexander HuaThomas Kelly



GREAT SCOT SEPTEMBER 2005 17 

SENIOR SCHOOL

In Term One the Year 9 Art Class visited Geelong 
Regional Art Gallery, and then continued on for 
some drawing and photography at Queenscliff. It 
was a lot of fun for the boys, who drew the façade 
of the old Ozone Hotel and photographed buildings 
around the town. The day culminated in a visit to 
the Queenscliff Art Gallery to view the excellent 
contemporary painting and sculpture. 

Term One also saw the Year 12 
Studio Art Class attend a three-

day intensive fine-art study tour to 
Sydney and Canberra. The boys were able to 

see ‘Art Express’ (this is the equivalent of ‘Top Arts’ 
in Victoria) and the Bill Henson Show at the Art 
Gallery of NSW. They visited Bret Whiteley’s Studio 
in Surry Hills as well as numerous private galleries 
in Paddington. They also dropped in on Sotheby’s Art 
Auction which was due to be held the next day. 

In Canberra they visited the National Gallery, view-
ing the James Gleeson Show as well as the exten-
sive permanent collection. On the agenda were vis-
its to Parliament House, the War Memorial, and the 
Canberra Planning Exhibition to see Walter Burley 
Griffin’s designs. This was followed up with another 
excursion in Melbourne to the Capital Theatre and 
Trinity College at Melbourne University to view 
Griffin’s architecture.

The Year 10 Studio Arts students visited Australian 
Art Resources in City Road, Southbank, to see how 
a Commercial Gallery operated. From there they 
went on a heritage architectural walk including the 
Museum, Old Law Court’s, City Bath’s and the ANZ 
Gothic Revival Bank. completing a photographic 
assignment. This tour included photographing 
stalls in the Victoria Market and Harley-Davidson 
motorbike’s in Elizabeth Street. The day ended with 
a visit to the National Gallery to look at Renaissance 
paintings.

In Term Two the Year 11 Studio Arts class went to 
the Elliott Lodge Scout Camp at Healesville. Nathan 
Djerrkura, the Aboriginal lad from Gove, Northern 
Territory, is a member of this class, and he brought 
along the two Tiwi Island boys, Rocko and Lockett. It 
was the first time the lads had seen such massive 
gum trees. The class spent the morning drawing the 
rainforest bush, and then had a BBQ lunch before 
visiting the newest Victorian Public Gallery Tarra 
Warra, in Healesville.

CHRIS TAYLOR

Head of Art

day intensive fine-art study tour to 
Sydney and Canberra. The boys were able to 

see ‘Art Express’ (this is the equivalent of ‘Top Arts’ 
in Victoria) and the Bill Henson Show at the Art 

Farewell Tim 
Strohfeldt

Tim Strohfeldt came to Scotch 
in 1994 from Horsham College. 
He taught Biology to Years 
10 to 12 and Science to Years 
7 to 9 for his duration at 
Scotch, and in one year taught 
Mathematics to Years 8 and 
9. From 1994 to 2001 Tim was 
a tutor with Field House, and 
he was appointed Chair of 
Science for 2001. His major 
Scotch appointment came in 
1998 as Head of Biology which 
he held until his recent resig-
nation. Tim’s sporting involve-
ment was eight years with 
volleyball, six with water polo, 
the last five with athletics 
and in 2005 he took on Touch 
Football. On arrival at Scotch, 
Tim became an officer of 
cadets before transferring to 
the Year 10 Outdoor activities 
running the sea-kayaking. In 
2002 he established the Year 
9 Outdoor Expedition Program 
– that being the highlight of 
his extra-curricular activities 
while at Scotch. Overseeing 
the renovation of the Biology 
Department gave Tim 
immense satisfaction. After 
a taste of life as a nomadic 
mariner during long-service 
leave in 2004, Tim resigned at 
the end of Term 2 to return to 
cruising the Great Barrier Reef 
with his family on their sloop 
for the remainder of 2005 
before returning to Victoria 
next year to begin some 
unknown new enterprise.

Scotch artists get around

Chris Taylor, Head of Art and the Year 12 Studio Art 
Class visiting the Australian Art Resources Gallery, 
Sydney

Chris Ling, Year 9 Art Class, drawing the old hotels at 
Queenscliff

Davis Yu and Mat Stacey, Year 10, at the Australian 
Resources Gallery

Year 10 Studio Art students at the Australian 
Resources Gallery
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Another successful outback trip began at Tullamarine Airport on 
25 June. On our second day in Cairns we cruised out to the Great 
Barrier Reef’s Michaelmas Cay on a luxurious 30-metre catamaran for 
some great snorkeling. The next morning two light aircraft flew us to 
the tiny settlement of Bamaga where we established our camp for two 
nights at Punsand Bay. The next day we 4-wheel-drove along sandy 
tracks and hiked to the most northern point of Australian mainland, 
the tip of Cape York. A group photo at the water’s edge with a large 
Australian flag was a special moment. Thereafter, we would be heading 
south, enjoying remote-area camping, 4WD experiences along the old 
Telegraph Track, swimming in remote rivers, night spot-lighting, expe-
riencing Aboriginal ‘Quinkan’ rock art sites and early Australian history 
and seeing a great range of fauna and flora in the unique landscape. 
The trip tested will power, mind focus and endurance. The swarms of 
flies, scorching heat, dust and the lack of power outlets to charge iPods 

also posed challenges. Yet there were also the rewards of relaxation, 
opportunities for swimming at unique locations and visiting sites of 
great historical significance – indeed an unforgettable, fun and surpris-
ingly educational experience. All part and parcel of Outback travel in 
remote regions. 

JONATHAN LEE

Outback trip to the tip

Eliot Falls group Cockatoo Creek Oka Exit

‘One Man Standing’
As seen on ABC ‘Australian 
Story’
Former Victorian Detective Sergeant 
Simon Illingworth (’73–’85) was bashed, 
threatened and intimidated by bent cops 
and underworld criminals, all in the line of 
duty. His terrifying, yet inspirational story 
gives dramatic insight into Melbourne’s 

gangland war and the ugly world of police corruption. 

But it’s Illingworth’s international experience in anti-corruption, cor-
porate ethics, culture and leadership that truly sets him apart from 
other speakers. He has awards and scholarships from the police, 
the Governor of Victoria, the Royal Humane Society of Australiasia 
Incorporated, Sir Vincent Fairfax Fellowship and was honoured to 
receive the Ashley Perelberg award (spirit of Scotch College).

Available for speaking engagements – leadership, corporate ethics, 
motivation and ethical leadership training. 

Discount for Great Scot readers and worthy community causes.

Don’t miss out – Mobile 0431 933 406; www.ethicalstrength.com
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Cross-Country 
team wins for 
6th time in 
eight years
Xavier were the early Cross 
Country favourites with St 
Kevin’s but by mid-season 
Scotch were well in the mix.

In the penultimate round of 
the competition, the Scotch 
team faced off against St 
Kevin’s and Carey. After the 
first lap the St Kevin’s team 
seemed to have the upper 
hand. But our athletes were 
running to a plan devised by 
master tacticians, coaches 
Beechey and Slade, and each 
competitor had clear individu-
al goals in mind. In an exciting 
display of group running, the 
Scotch team challenged their 
opposition in the latter stages 
of the race and won by eight 
points. 

The final race matched the 
strong Xavier team against 
Scotch, to determine the out-
come of the overall competi-
tion. In a similar race to the 
week before, the Scotch run-
ners ran strongly as a team to 
win by seven points and win 
the premiership outright.

CHRIS COMMONS

Venturer Volunteer
We are very fortunate to have such great vol-
unteer leaders in the Venturer Unit at Scotch. 
The Unit has female members and Ms Michelle 
Simberg, AVL, and the Venturer Leader Mr Rob 
Evans drive up each Friday night from Moe just 
to run the Unit. Mr Philip Schnieder has just 
recently passed all training requirements to 
achieve his Leadership Certificate. The other 
Assistant Venturer Leader is Andy McKeon.

Harvard Professor visits 
English Department

The English Department recently hosted a visit by 
Professor James Simpson from Harvard University. 
Prof. Simpson is currently Professor of English and 
American Literature there. Prior to this he was 
Professor of Medieval and Renaissance English at 
Cambridge University. He knows Scotch well, being 
an Old Collegian (class of ’71), brother to a current 
School Council member, and having two nephews 
at the School – William, currently in Year 11, and 
Thomas, currently in Year 9.

Throughout the day, Literature students from Years 
10, 11 and 12 were fortunate to participate in several 
workshops with Prof. Simpson, where he covered 
subjects as diverse as Shakespeare, The Great 
Gatsby, Chaucer and War Poetry. It was a privilege to 
hear such a learned and erudite scholar take boys 
through a number of passages from their set texts. 
The inspiration Prof. Simpson evoked was clearly evi-
dent in the amount of enthusiastic discussion that 
resulted both among the boys and the English staff 
in the seminars he held over the ensuing days.

In another coup for the English Department, our 
Literature students were given a further edge 
in their preparation for the VCE with the visit to 
Scotch by the new VCAA Chief Examiner for VCE 
Literature, Mrs Margaret Smith. Mrs Smith joined 
forces with some recent Scotch Old Boys – Tom Kelly 
(’04), Andrew Kemp (’04) and Anthony Kung (’04) 
– to run special after-school seminars entitled ‘Why 
Literature is Great’ and ‘How to prepare for the VCE 
Literature Exam’. Unsurprisingly perhaps, there was 
much support for both.

BRADLEY WELLS

Head of English

Mr Barrie Burton (Deputy Head of English), Will 
Simpson (’06), Thomas Simpson (’08), Prof. James 
Simpson (’71)

1st Hawthorn Scouts visit the Hawthorn Fire Station

Darcy Long (Captain) and Alec 
Dick (Vice-Captain) with the 
Premiership Cup
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Farewell Angie 
Robertson

After leaving the position of 
Strings Coordinator at MLC, 
Angie Robertson, in 1988, was 
appointed Head of Strings 
in the Scotch College Music 
Department – a position she 
held until the end of Term 
One this year. Angie taught all 
string instruments to students 
from Prep to Year 12 through-
out her 17 1⁄2 years at Scotch. 
Through enthusiasm in her 
teaching, thorough rehearsals 
and conducting of perfor-
mances, Angie ensured that 
all string players were always 
able to give of their best. She 
took music ensembles to 
retirement hostels, nursing 
homes and kindergartens 
during her long association 
with the Scotch Social Services 
program. An interest in astron-
omy saw Angie, with the assis-
tance of her husband, Martin 
Randall, running the Scotch 
College Astronomy Club for 
ten years. In 1990 they took a 
Scotch outback trip to search 
for Australites. Extraordinarily 
talented string players, and 
those who reached standards 
well beyond their natural abil-
ity and own expectations, pro-
vided the highlights of Angie’s 
years at Scotch. She looks 
forward to completing home 
renovations and then mov-
ing to their ‘piece of paradise’ 
in the Strathbogie Ranges to 
breed Aberdeen Angus cattle, 
golden retrievers and chickens.

Following the 
success of the 
Fauré Requiem 
last year, it was 
decided to once 
again combine 
chamber choirs 
Concordis and 

Con Brio with Pro Musica to present Mozart’s 
great unfinished last work. Concordis and Pro 
Musica are both OSCA affiliated ensembles, com-
prising a number of former students and (in the 
orchestra’s case) several music staff. The first half 
included concert arias from Joanne Blankfield, 
Catherine Northey and Peter Mander. There was 
also a performance of Mozart’s 4th Horn Concerto 
given by Lin Jiang. Lin left Scotch in 2002 and is on 
a scholarship at Melbourne University where he is 
taught by Geoff Collinson and the legendary Barry 
Tuckwell. He has already performed as a concerto 

soloist with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, 
and has been offered another concerto with the 
MSO next year, as well as a recording contract to 
record both the Strauss concertos and the Gliere 
concerto. A remarkable achievement at the age of 
19! His performance of the Mozart concerto was 
beautiful – the phrases never losing direction, and 
the tone always full and controlled. The ‘hunting’ 
last movement was filled with humour and verve, 
and was also clearly enjoyed by the orchestra (and 
the conductor!).

The second half was the Requiem. Professional 
soloists, Catherine Northey, Lynlee Williams, Peter 
Mander and Manfred Pohlenz blended exception-
ally well, and were complemented wonderfully by 
the choir. While modesty precludes comment on 
the direction and interpretation, the performance 
was certainly enjoyed by the capacity audience of 
500, and certainly bodes well for future profession-
al Scotch performances in the fabulous new hall.

The month of May saw the start of a new season of 
concerts replacing the May concert which had been 
a musical perennial for many years. On 3 May we 
presented a concert comprising the younger ensem-
bles, and it was delightful to hear the Ted Joyner 
Band, the Intermediate Band, the George Dreyfus 
Wind Ensemble and the Henri Touzeau String 
Orchestra all perform exceptionally competently. 
As most ensembles had more than 50 instrumen-
talists, more than 200 students performed in the 
large ensembles alone. Notable was the exceptional 
young horn soloist, Geoffrey Ge in Year 7 who per-
formed ‘Round the Horn’ with the George Dreyfus 
Wind Ensemble, directed by Peter Rickard. The new 
format also allowed for performances from some 
smaller ensembles, such as the Year 8 Saxophone 
Ensemble, Sax@Scotch, who represented Scotch at 
an international festival in Shanghai last year. It was 
also delightful to hear the Flute Ensemble, directed 
by Janine Hanrahan, which played with particular 
subtlety. Jazz continues to thrive, and both the 
Saxobrass Big Band and the Monday Big Band drove 

their pieces into the Ian Roach Hall with precision 
and panache!

Two days later, 5 May, saw the more senior ensem-
bles present an eclectic and complex program. 
Symphonic Wind, under the excellent direction of 
Roger Schmidli, opened the evening with three 
works, including James Swearingen’s ‘The Light 
Eternal’, a controlled and mature performance. The 
145-voice choir, just back from the largest and most 
successful choir camp ever, performed Rutter’s 
‘A Clare Benediction’ with great sensitivity and a 
wonderful rich sound, followed by an amazing per-
formance of ‘Saints Go Marchin‘’ with instrumental 
backing. The Chamber Choir performed beautifully. 
Choral Director Andrew Hunter should be proud 
of the quality of choral music Scotch now enjoys, 
as well as the number of boys involved. Some 45 
students now have individual singing lessons. The 
Senior Strings, under Bob Wakely’s meticulous 
coaching, performed Vivaldi’s Concerto Grosso in D 
Minor. The six soloist were violinists Peter Chandler, 
LMusA, Thomas Gin, LMusA, Henry Hedinger, LMusA, 
and Thomas Naughton, AMusA, and cellists Myles 
Chen, AMusA and Davis Yu. There is a certain time-
less quality to Vivaldi, and this was a lovely perfor-
mance, greatly enjoyed by all.

The evening concluded with the Symphony 
Orchestra performing Tchaikovsky’s great fantasy 
overture ‘Romeo and Juliet’. A great end to a superb 
night.

 JOHN FERGUSON 
Director of Music

Autumn concert season

Concordis and Pro Musica – Mozart Requiem
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In the first week of August, Scotch College was 
represented by two of it’s Senior ensembles at 
the Melbourne International Festival of Brass. 
The Scotch Horn Quartet and Scotch Tuba and 
Euphonium Ensemble both took part in master 
classes run by world-famous hornist Barry Tuckwell. 
This was an extremely prestigious invitation for the 
boys and they performed at a very high standard in 
front of an appreciative and discerning audience. 
Barry Tuckwell (pictured with the Horn Quartet) was 
highly complimentary of the boys’ skill and musi-
cianship. He was very excited by the quartet (being 
a horn player himself) and the Tuba and Euphonium 
Ensemble impressed all with their blend and choice 
of repertoire. The tubas were ably directed by their 
teacher, David Martin, and the boys performed for a 

room full of music educators who looked on in dis-
belief at an ensemble that included no less than five 
tubas and four euphoniums. In musical circles this is 
a great rarity indeed! Scotch College can be proud to 
have had two groups featured at such a major event 
in Melbourne’s cultural calendar.

Students involved were (Horn Quartet) Jonathan 
Hunt, Mond Qu, Jeffrey Ge and James Doidge; (Tuba 
and Euphonium) William Borthwick, Nicholas Johns-
Wickberg, Christopher Docker, Vincent Soon, Rowan 
Harbison, Nicholas Yared, Max Lippiatt, Andrew 
Silagy and Richard He.

ROGER SCHMIDLI

Head of Brass

Eton College
At Easter, the Scotch commu-
nity was treated to a choral 
concert given by the world-
famous Eton College Chapel 
Choir under their conductor, 
Ralph Allwod. The visit from 
Eton was greeted with enthu-
siasm, particularly as our Choir 
and Orchestra had performed 
in the Eton College Chapel at 
the end of our European tour 
last January. The Eton Choir 
performed to the School in 
assembly, and even added 
extra spirit to our rowers by 
singing a very famous boating 
song! That evening, Eton pre-
sented a full concert in the Ian 
Roach Hall to a virtually full 
house. The Choir was joined 
by the Scotch orchestra for the 
final item, Sir Hubert Parry’s 
immortal ‘Blest Pair of Sirens’.

JOHN FERGUSON

Director of Music

Melbourne International 
Festival of Brass

(From left) James Doidge, Jeffrey Ge, Barry Tuckwell, Jonathan Hunt and Mond Qu

The annual Concerto Concert took place on 
Sunday, 19 June in the Ian Roach Hall. This concert 
is one of the biggest concerts given by the orches-
tra. It included a most enjoyable performance of 
the Weber Bassoon Concerto, with Edwin Chow, 
LMusA, as the soloist. Edwin displayed musical 
maturity coupled with sensitivity and dexter-
ity, and delighted the audience with this slightly 
quirky and jaunty work from that operatic com-
poser. The other concerto was the ever popular A 
Minor Piano Concerto by Grieg. Oliver Blake, Dip 
ABRSM was the soloist. Known more for his prow-
ess as a percussionist and as an oboist, our some-
what larrikin Captain of Music displayed drama, 
security and a real sense of energy in his interpre-
tation of the work. The cadenza was particularly 
impressive – full of flair and passion. The orchestra 

responded superbly, and the real essence of the 
work was conveyed with conviction. Matthew Ng, 
AMusA, is in Year 11, is principal viola in the orches-
tra, a fine pianist, and a particularly prolific com-
poser. His Quartet for Clarinet, Piano and Strings 
was performed by Johnson Yu, AMusA (Clarinet) 
with Christopher Woo (violin), Myles Chen (cello) 
and the composer at the piano. A work of consider-
able complexity and sophistication, it is arguably 
the most mature writing I have heard from a stu-
dent of his age. Other movements from the same 
work delighted the audience in Belgium in January, 
and I look forward to hearing his Fantasy for Piano, 
Two Horns and Two Violins at the Chamber Music 
Dinner. The final work of the program was Brahms’ 
2nd Symphony. The orchestra managed the work 
with considerable stylistic understanding, and 

Concerto Concert
coped effectively with the techni-
cal demands. Particularly notable 
was the famous long horn solo 
at the end of the first movement, 
played beautifully by Mond Qu.

JOHN FERGUSON

Director of Music
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Sixteen boys, two teachers, a coach and a team doc-
tor set off for a hockey tour of India on 3 April. The 
inaugural twenty-day tour of India was a great suc-
cess. If we were to measure it in terms of matches 
won, it was lacking. But touring anywhere with an 
under-age development squad is difficult and tour-
ing India anytime is demanding! The results stand 
at two draws and three losses. The squad gained a 
huge amount from the experience both in terms of 
playing conditions and adapting to a hard rugged 
style of play, and the huge cultural difference is an 
experience they will never forget.

It was a courageous tour to embark on and it would 
have been far more difficult without the experience 
and medical expertise of Mr (Dr) Peter Dawson. He 
was a huge benefit to us with the usual high inci-
dence of travellers’ diarrhoea (and a case of salmo-
nella) in our party. He monitored hydration, diet and 
strapping for all our matches and was a great com-
panion. John Fedderson (OSC) was our coach and he 
handled his role with aplomb. 

The tour party was a harmonious mix of boys who 
were a joy to travel with. There was no antagonism 
or whinging about the arduous travel regime or the 
unusual diet, or about the rough gravel and stone 
pitches. 

The itinerary included New Delhi, with a match 
against the Delhi Modern School on the National 
Stadium in 38 degrees of heat. Then it was north-
wards on the Shatabadti Express train for nine-
hour trip. We stayed in Dehra Dun and played the 
Welham Boys’ School and the famous Doon School 
on a dusty rough grass and dirt pitch in 34 degrees 
of heat. Here we visited the Forestry Research 
Institute and the Tibetan village. The party then left 
by bus and climbed into the Himalayan foothills 
to the beautiful hill station of Mussoorie, which 
is above two thousand metres elevation. Here we 
played St George School and Oak Grove School on 
very rough gravel pitches in spectacular settings 
with stunning views from hilltop schools. We visited 
the famous Woodstock School and spent much time 
walking along the bazaar. We were privileged to visit 
Corbett National Park and stay in the Tiger Reserve. 
Here we toured on elephants and in jeeps and saw 
wild herds of deer and elephant, and a family of 
tigers on the last morning. A visit to Agra and Jaipur 
rounded the tour off. 

The party was pleased to spend a day at the old-
est orphanage in India. The Smart Memorial Blind 
Orphanage in Rajpur is an oasis of quiet and care 
in a dusty and seemingly crumbling part of India. 
This Christian institution cares for poor blind and 
deformed children in need. We were privileged to 
spend a day painting the playground equipment 
and meeting the people here.

I am sure all of the tour party have very fond memo-
ries of their time in India. In so many ways it was an 
unforgettable experience which was broadening for 
staff and students alike.

SAM BLACK

John Flynn

India hockey 
tour 2005

The hockey team after the St George match

Youth Cup 
selection
Year 12 students Tom 
Abramowski and Alex Scharp 
(pictured below) have been 
selected to represent Victoria 
in the Youth Cup Rowing 
Regatta to be held in Adelaide 
in September. At that regatta 
they will compete against 
crews from all other states 
and New Zealand.

Tom and Alex have continued 
rowing since the Head of the 
River and qualified for the 
team by finishing in a strong 
second place in the selection 
trials for coxless pairs held at 
Carrum in difficult conditions 
with a strong cross wind. They 
are to be congratulated on 
their selection and we look 
forward to their continued 
success.

Tom and Alex will be joined in 
the team by Nick Mitchell and 
Tom Nickson from the class 
of 2003. Nick won the single-
scull event and Tom was 
placed second in the light-
weight single-scull event.

The boys will compete in pairs 
or double sculls, a four or a 
quad scull and in an eight at 
the three-day regatta. This 
event is regarded as an impor-
tant stepping stone for young 
athletes seeking international 
selection.
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Hard work pays off 
at international level

Fancy two and a 
half hours’ train-
ing six mornings 
before school 
hours and 
another three 
hours on week-
day evenings? 
(You can have 
Saturday night 
and Sundays 
off.)

This is the pro-
gram that 13-year-old Cameron Rees of Year 8 has 
week in and week out at the Melbourne Sports and 
Aquatics Centre (MSAC).

Cameron started diving four year ago and his 
first competition was in an Under 10 MSAC event. 
Since coming to Scotch he has won both the one- 
and three-metre springboard events at the APS 
Swimming and Diving Finals – in the Under 15 event 
last year, and the Under 17 event this year. 

At State and National Titles he has enjoyed great 
success against divers far older and more seasoned 
than himself (see Table 1).

The move by Cameron to Under 18 events was to 
enable him to be able to access his favourite dis-
cipline – the 10-metre platform. His efforts were 
well-rewarded with an invitation with four other 
Australians to compete against divers from ten 
European countries at the International Junior 
Diving Competition held in Pardubice near Prague, 

Czechoslovakia. With 16 to 20 competitors in each 
event, Cameron won silver medals in the three- and 
10-metre events and the bronze medal in the one-
metre.

With the talent he has already displayed, we are 
going to hear of this young man’s successes in the 
years ahead. Cameron has his sights set on a place 
with his fellow Australian divers at the 2112 London 
Olympics. We wish him well in the thousands 
of hours of training and the many competitions 
between now and 2112.

NEVILLE TAYLOR

Table 1: Rees’ results at State and National Titles

2004

Victoria 12–13 year 1 metre 4th place

3 metre 3rd place

National 12–3 year 1 metre 2nd place

3 metre 3rd place

2005

Victoria Under 18 1 metre 1st place

3 metre 1st place

10 metre 1st place

National Under 18  1 metre 3rd place

3 metre 3rd place

10 metre 3rd place

Andrew White (Year 7) has won 
the inaugural John McKenzie 
cricket encouragement award 
and will receive it at the Year 
7 final assembly of this year. 
This award has been dedicated 
by Anne McKenzie to her late 
husband John McKenzie (’60) 
and continues John’s wonderful 
commitment to cricket at Scotch 
(More details can be found on 
page 23 of the last edition of 
Great Scot). Andrew shows great 

promise in the whites and has 
continued to develop from his 
Junior School days where he was 
very active in a number of sports. 
We look forward to watching 
Andrew’s cricket develop as he 
progresses through the Senior 
School.

John McKenzie Cricket Award



24 GREAT SCOT SEPTEMBER 2005

SENIOR SCHOOL SPORT

Cordner-Eggleston Cup

The Scotch College 1st XVIII comprehensively defeat-
ed Melbourne Grammar School on Friday, 5 August 
to reclaim the coveted Corner-Eggleston Cup. Over 
3000 people were at Scotch to witness the boys kick 
five goals to nil into the breeze in the first quarter 
to effectively seal the match. The boys eventu-
ally won the match by 67 points (Scotch College 
20.7.127 def. MGS 9.6.60) and, in doing so, denied 
Melbourne Grammar the 2005 APS Premiership. The 
Premiership was won by Haileybury. 

Over 400 people attended the 2005 1858 Club 
Cordner-Eggleston Cup Breakfast in August, which 
featured Essendon Brownlow Medallist James Hird 
as guest speaker. Graeme ‘Smokey’ Dawson again 
MC’d the function with great distinction and pre-
dicted that the big match would be a draw! Bruce 
Brown again provided a contextual narration The 
1858 Club appreciates the support of all those who 
attended as it continues with its endeavors to sup-
port football at Scotch College.

1858 Club Breakfast We will
service your

garden
fortnightly,

monthly or as
required.

Call us now or
drop into our

showroom.

Please call for
a chat about
your garden

requirements.

Ph: (03) 9819 9499
Fax: (03) 9819 9399

www.rennta.com.au
Office/showroom:

51 Henry Street
Hawthorn VIC 3122

GARDEN MAINTENENCE
& GENERAL CLEAN UP
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First Basketballers enjoyed mixed results this year. 
Frequently in front at half time, we let several games slip 

through our fingers: especially v Haileybury and Xavier in Rounds 1 
and 2. However, four wins from our subsequent six encounters gave 
us something to smile about, and it was pleasing to see Captain Ed 
Cowan, Nick Thomas, Chris Anderson, and Angus Keach get among 
the points. Of note, Cowan and Thomas were nominated for the 
APS team and Thomas was successful. He is also the 2005 recipient 
of the ‘Slam Dunk Club Trophy’ for MVP this year. 

7 May  HC 52 def SC 40   
14 May XC 47 def SC 43 
21 May Carey 47 def SC 37    
28 May SC 69 def MGS 34   
4 June  CG 32 def SC 23
10 June XV 47 def SC 43    

18 June SC 49 def WC 42
23 July SC 60 def MGS 32   
30 July SC 53 def Carey 48
6 Aug  WC 63 def SC 56

FootballBasketball

SoccerHockey

Winter TennisRugby

WINTER SPORTS RESULTS

The First XVIII had a very positive season, winning all but one 
(important!) game against Haileybury. Across the season 
the players developed in all areas, particularly teamwork 
and leadership. The team was superbly led by captain Peter Rattray, 
who received solid support from Jack Davis, Andrew Ainger, Alistair 
Pike, Ed Barlow and Tim Green. Nick Smith (Yr 11) won the Best and 
Fairest award from Jack Davis and Alistair Pike. ‘Most Inspirational 
Player’ (keenly judged by the coaching staff and players) was Dean 
Sheetz, who also is in Year 11. Steven Holding, Mick Smith, Chris 
Appel are to be commended for their coaching roles this season.

14 May SC 85 def BGS 0
21 May SKC 25 def SC 7
28 May SC 12 def XV 10
4 June  SC 17 def GGS 3
10 June SC 85 def BGS 0  
18 June SC 61 def Melb High 0

23 July SC 20 def MGS 9 
30 July SC 36 def MGS 10   
   (Semi Final)
6 Aug  SKC 14 def SC 8   
   (Grand Final)

7 May  SC 16.15.111 def 
   BGS 13.9.87 
14 May SC 27.16.178 def    
   Carey  7.8.50
21 May SC 13.7.85 def 
   XC 9.10.64 
28 May SC 16.13.109 def 
   GC 7.7.49
4 June  SC 25.16.166 def
   WC 6.4.40
   

10 June SC 27.16.178 def    
   Carey 7.8.50
18 June SC 16.12.108 def 
   SKC 16.5.101 
24 June SC 19.14.128 def    
   CG 9.6.60 
23 July HC 14.9.93 def 
   SC 9.6.60    
6 Aug  SC 20.7.127 def 
   MGS 9.6.60

7 May  SC 3 drew BGS 3   
14 May Carey 5 def SC 1
21 May XC 4 def SC 2  
28 May SC 4 def GC 0   
4 June  SC 3 def WC 1

10 June Carey 5 def SC 1   
18 June SC 8 def SKC 0
23 July HC 5 def SC 2 
6 Aug  SC 4 def MGS 2

The Scotch Hockey season has been one of outstanding 
success culminating with a very well supported dinner at 

Kooyong for the presentation of the Best and Fairest for each team, 
for the season. Four teams were undefeated for the year, the 9As, 
the Third X1, the 10Bs and the 7Bs. Two of these teams (the 10Bs 
and the Thirds) did not concede a goal. The season saw the forma-
tion of The Montgomery Club, a parents support group for hockey, 
which has been an exciting development for Scotch Hockey. The 
First X1 played their best hockey of the season to defeat Melbourne 
Grammar in the last match of the season and finish with a very 
credible win/loss ratio.

7 May  SC 4 sets (40 games)  
   def MGS 4 sets 
   (28 games)    
14 May SC 4 sets (38 g) def 
   Trinity 4 sets (33 g)
21 May SC 7 sets (43 g) def   
   Carey 1 set (16 g)
28 May SC 4 sets (33 g) drew  
   Trinity 4 sets (33 g)
4 June  SC 6 sets (43 g) def  
   Mentone 2 sets (21 g)

10 June SC 4 sets (38 g) def   
   Trinity 4 sets (33 g) 
18 June 7 sets (46 g) def 
   Carey 1 set (19 g)
16 July SC 7 sets (45 g) def   
   Mentone 1 set (24 g)
23 July SC 7 sets (48 g) def   
   XC 1 set (19 g) 
30 July SC 8 sets (48 g) def  
   MGS 0 (12 g)
6 Aug  SC 4 sets (33 g) def   
   Trinity 4 sets (29 g)

7 May  BGS 8 def SC 1   
14 May SC 2 drew Carey 2
21 May SC 3 def XC 2  
28 May SC 2 def GC 0
4 June  SC 1 def WC 0

10 June SC 2 drew Carey 2  
18 June SKC 4 def SC 1
16 July SC 4 def WC 3
23 July HC 7 def SC 1 
6 Aug  MGS 1 def SC 0

The First XI Soccer team had a challenging 2005 season. 
All games were played with determination and skill which 
continued to foster the excitement of soccer at Scotch 
College. We started the season with a round-robin tournament at 
Xavier College, where we came third. The soccer season continued 
to be filled with emotion at each game on Saturday. We also had  
exciting games against Xavier and Caulfield, just to mention two 
of our successful games. Special thanks must go to the coaches Mr 
Cutinelli, Ferencz Baranyay and Bobby McLaughlin as well the PASS 
Committee for all their hard work throughout the season.

The First XV Rugby Team has had a great season, starting 
with a development tour to Singapore in the term one vaca-

tion. They completed in the 7’s Competition, coming second, and 
a week later, won the 15-a-side Schools Round Robin Tournament. 
The season was excellent, with two boys being selected for the 
Open Victorian Schoolboys Team, which was successful at the 
Division 11 Championships in July. The team was captained by Jason 
Goldsworthy, with Ben Constable and Tim Lindsay as Vice-Captains. 
To their credit, the boys reached the Grand Final and were narrowly 
defeated 8-14, in a titanic struggle against our old rivals St Kevin’s.

The First Winter Tennis team enjoyed continued success 
this year after finishing the season undefeated. This saw 
the Winter Tennis team finish atop of the APS table and run out the 
season as APS Champions.

MGS 1 def SC 0
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Nearly every winter weekend the Scotch boarding 
house Activities Coordinator, Tim Bence, organises 
exciting weekends away at Mansfield for groups of 
Scotch boarders, who look forward to these week-
ends with eager anticipation.

Setting off after Saturday sport, groups of 
eight boys travel with Tim to the boarders’ 
Gordon Owen Lodge at Mansfield, for an 
overnight stay and a Sunday of skiing at 
Mount Buller. On some weekends, when 
greater numbers are interested, several 
vehicles or even a bus may be used. 

The weekends away – and other activities 
in a varied outdoor program – are exciting 
and enjoyable for all boarders participating 
in them. This particularly applies to interna-
tional boarders from Hong Kong, Singapore 
or Thailand, who may be experiencing the 
thrill of seeing snow for the first time, and 
learning snowboarding or skiing. It’s also 

an eye-opener for the younger boys – the Year 7s in 
particular.

Tim Bence says great team spirit comes to the fore, 
and leadership skills are developed. ‘I usually appoint 
two of the boys to supervise waking the other boys, 
preparing breakfast, and getting the team on the 
road to the snowfields,’ Tim said. 

‘They know that the sooner they get the other boys 
– and themselves – organised, the more skiing time 
the whole group can enjoy, so it’s a great incentive 
to be well organised and encourage the others to be 
the same,’ he said.

Working bees are conducted at the lodge on some 
weekends, when the boys enthusiastically paint, 
chop wood, mend fences or clear fallen timber. ‘This 
might sound a bit routine,’ said Tim, ‘but the boys 
know that if they devote just the occasional work-
ing weekend to these tasks, all the remaining visits 
will be more comfortable and fewer chores will be 
required. All that adds up to more skiing time!’ 

Similar weekends away take place in the summer 
months at Scotch at Cowes, where the boys enjoy 
swimming, surfing and bushwalking. Tim also orga-
nises indoor rock climbing, go-karting or visits to the 
wave pool in Glen Waverley. 

‘For variety, some weekends we go to the movies, or 
organise social or sports events in conjunction with 
girls’ schools. These events are all part of a varied 
program which builds team spirit, enhances leader-
ship skills – and is also great fun.’

DAVID ASHTON

Heaps of fun as boarders 
head for the hills

Snow trip at Mt Buller

Travelrite International Pty Ltd

298 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn 3103
9836 2522

182 Canterbury Road, Heathmont 3135
9729 8722

Simon Walliss '86 Nigel Walliss '90 Shawn Walliss '93

Group, Europe and cruise specialists!
Great deals available on the Queen Mary 2

Travelrite
International

21 March to 11 April 2006

Crystal Serenity
Luxury Escorted Cruise

Cape Town to Dubai
visiting Durban, Zanzibar, Mombasa,

Seychelles, Muscat and Dubai 

Crystal Serenity
Luxury Escorted Cruise
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