
 

 

Fun Scotch Facts 
K is for Knights 

- Although knighthoods are no longer bestowed in Australia, Scotch has produced at least 71 Old 
Boys who have been knighted, with only one now living. The 10 chosen below are a selection 
indicative of their diversity: 

- Sir George Houstoun Reid (said to be SC 1854-58, but probably actually attended for a much 
briefer period). Scotch’s only Prime Minister to date, from 1904 to 1905. He was Premier of New 
South Wales (1894-98) and played a key role in the Federation of the colonies in the creation of 
the Australian nation.  

- Sir Harry Sutherland Wightman Lawson (SC 1891) was a solicitor and the Premier of Victoria 
from 1918 to 1924. A speech he gave in Parliament on 27 July 1927 revived the moribund 
proposal to build the Shrine of Remembrance. His sons, grandsons, great grandsons and great-
great grandsons have attended Scotch. 

- Sir John Greig Latham (SC 1890-93) was the Member for Kooyong (1922-34), Attorney General 
(1925-29 and 1931-34), Leader of the Opposition (1929-31), Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for External Affairs (1931-34), Minister for Industry, represented Australian at the League of 
Nations, Chancellor of Melbourne University (1939-41) and was Chief Justice of the High Court of 
Australia (1933-52). He sent two sons to Scotch and was the 17th President of OSCA in 1953. 

- Sir Francis William Rolland (SC 1895) was a Presbyterian Minister and AIF Chaplain in World War 
I, for which he won the Military Cross at the Battle of Hamel for assisting the wounded on the 
front line. He effectively saved Geelong College, which was on the brink of collapse when he 
became Principal in 1920, and he left it in a strong position on his retirement in 1946. Australian 
Moderator-General (1954-57), he was the first Australian minister of religion to be knighted. 

- Sir Neil Hamilton Fairley (SC 1905-08) was a medical practitioner and researcher. He did medical 
research in Cairo in World War I, and between the wars became prominent in tropical medicine 
research. In World War II, when he was the Army’s Director of Medicine, he did invaluable 
research to find an alternative to (unavailable) quinine to treat malaria, which debilitated vast 
numbers of troops in the South West Pacific. This helped to turn the tide of the war in the region.  

- Sir Roy Burman Grounds (SC 1919-20) was a prominent architect who finished his education at 
Melbourne Grammar School after his brothers were moved there. Some of his notable works 
include the Australian Academy of Science (Shine Dome, 1959) in Canberra, the National Gallery 
of Victoria (1959-68), Robert Blackwood Hall, Monash University (1971), Wrest Point Hotel 
Casino (Hobert, Tasmania, 1973) and the Arts Centre (Melbourne, 1969-84).  

- Sir Henry Arthur Winneke (SC 1919-25) was a barrister, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Victoria (1964-74) and Governor of Victoria (1974-82). His father, sons, grandsons and great 
grandsons attended Scotch.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

- Sir Benjamin Keith Rank (SC 1924-28) was a plastic surgeon who served in the AIF from 1940 to 
1945. He set up a plastic and maxillofacial unit at the Heidelberg Military Hospital in 1942, and in 
1946 became the Royal Melbourne Hospital’s first honorary plastic surgeon. Considered the 
father of plastic surgery in Australia, he made numerous important contributions to the field, 
helped establish plastic surgery in India, and promoted the training of surgeons in Asian and 
Pacific countries.  

- Sir Ian Munro McLennan (SC 1925-27) was the son of a mill owner who became Chairman of 
BHP. Starting as an engineering cadet at BHP in 1932, Ian gradually rose through the ranks, and 
had a major impact on expanding BHP into the company it is now, particularly with expanding 
into petroleum exploration. He was also Chairman of the ANZ, a director of many companies, 
held leadership roles in various professional bodies, and was a significant benefactor of Scotch.  

- Sir Zelman Cowen (SC 1932-35) was Victorian Rhodes Scholar for 1940, an RAN Lieutenant in 
World War II, a globally-recognised constitutional lawyer, and Vice-Chancellor of the University 
of New England (1966-70), and of the University of Queensland (1970-77). Most notably, he was 
Governor-General of Australia from 1977 to 1982, bringing a healing, diplomatic touch to the 
role in the aftermath of the constitutional crisis of 1975.  


